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John on motorcycle: Dachau
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December 1945: First guard duty
assignment in Dachau (John third from
right)




We were assigned various duties such as
guarding the water supply of the city of Dachau,
the pumping station and our camp; taking the
prisoners outside and inside the camp for

different work assignments; there was also a
prisoner of war exchange program SO sSOme
prisoners had to be transported to the Russian
Zzone.

There was one instance when we took a
convoy of trucks filled with prisoners to the
Russian zone. There were fifteen Polish guards
and two American officers in charge. We
arrived in the Russian zone and handed the
prisoners over to the Russian guards. The
Russians discovered that we were not
Americans and told us that we couldn't go back
to the American zone either and that we had to
go back to Poland. We most likely would have
ended up in Siberia.

Fear swept over us. We were surroundead
by Russian soldiers who ordered us to lay down
our weapons. The American lieutenant who
was in charge immediately stood up to the
Russians and told us to cock our guns. We
carried automatic 45 caliber Tommy guns which
held a magazine of 32 rounds of ammunition
each. We were outnumbered by them, but we
stood there for about twenty minutes facing the
Russians, standing about a distance of three
meters from them, pointing our guns ready to
fire. It would have been suicidal to fire, and they
finally gave in and let us go. We were on "alert"
all the way back to the U.S. zone.

This added to the aggravation of the cold
war. After this incident the prisoners were
exchanged at the border of the U.S. and
Russian zones. There was a lot of unrest ana
there were rumours that there might be a war
between Russia and the allied forces. Prime
Minister Winston Churchill was all for marching
iInto Russia and taking them over but U.S.
President Harry Truman was against the idea.
We were all hoping for a war for a chance to
liberate Poland from Russia.

Many of our men were veterans,
concentration camp survivors, forced labour
workers like myself and underground army men
from Poland (freedom fighters) and we were
ready to fight for the freedom of Poland. We
would reminisce over our war time experiences,
relating stories that were very interesting and
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often hair raising!
It was spring of 1946. There were three
American companies in the Dachau camp made

up mostly of administration personnel and

guards. The Commanding Officer's name was

Colonel Cole.

In early April the Americans decided to build
a football field inside the camp. The most
suitable area was obstructed by fallen trees and
tree stumps which had to be cleared and the

ground levelled. It also needed lots of top soill
before it could be seeded with grass. There
was also a time limit of when it had to be
completed.

An American sergeant, three Polish guards
and thirty prisoners were assigned to work on
the football field. | was in charge of the thirty
prisoners. My first job was to pick out suitable
prisoners who | thought would be capable of
doing this job. | got all the necessary tools that
| needed for the job which were cross cut saws,
axes, shovels and three - three ton trucks.

At first the prisoners | had picked were lazy
and dragged their feet. | tried to encourage
them by telling them that if they did good work
they would be released sooner. But that didn't
work too well. So | started to replace some of
them with a new bunch of prisoners. The work
improved and they liked their job, especially
when we travelled all over the country side
looking for suitable top soil. | found a great big
pile of top soil outside of Dachau.

This one time we were heading out for
some more top soil with a truck and ten
prisoners and | was the guard. There was a
woman standing on the side of the road, waving
as we passed by. One of the prisoners who
was about a year or two older than | was (I was
19) said, "That was my mother!" He asked me
whether on our next trip we could stop so that
he could talk to her. Of course that was against
the rules. The other prisoners begged me,
asking me, "Why not?" They were good
workers and said that they would work even
harder if | would drop him off on the next trip so

that he could visit with his mother while we went

to load the truck, and would pick him up on the

way back about an hour later. The prisoner
said, "You can trust me." The other prisoners

vouched for him. | thought about my own
mother and | got soft hearted and said, "O.K.



you get off and visit with your mother, but if you
are not here when we come back you will be
responsible for the lives of your fellow prisoners,
all nine of them. Because if you are not here, |

will shoot them all." | don't know to this day
what | would have done if he had not been
there. But he was there and he and his mother
were very grateful for what | had done.

From that day on | was their hero. They
worked like dogs. | assured them that they
would be on my crew until the work was
completed.

The football field was completed well ahead
of schedule. The Commanding Officer Colonel
Cole came and shook my hand and said that he
was very impressed with my performance and
that the job was very well done and in record
time.

A few months later our company received a
letter of commendation for excellent
performance and a personal letter to me, which
| still have.

| was called in front of our company and
thanked by our captain for a job well done and
he told all of the men to take an example from
me as to what a model soldier should be. He
read the letter from the commanding officer and
handed it to me, saluting me.

Although | bent the rules (regarding the
prisoner and his mother) it worked out just great
for everybody concerned. The Americans got
their football field, the prisoner visited his mother
and | received a commendation. The
Americans got to play football one week sooner
than anticipated. | received two weeks leave
and a pass to travel all over the U.S. zone in
Germany. | had free transportation, food and
sleeping accommodations at different U.S.
camps. When | got back | was promoted to an
administration company No. 4049. My job was
to be in security in a hospital for prisoners.
There was no more guard duty for me!

We had an office inside the hospital. There
were always three soldiers on twenty-four hour
duty with two days off. Our duty was to check
the prisoners when they came in to see the
doctors. We searched them and kept track of

the time as to when they were admitted and
released. We also made sure that they were all
accounted for. We checked their mail and

censored anything that looked suspicious or
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Guard duty

wasn't allowed.

Our superiors were Americans; Captain Dr.
Khuri (Dr. Khuri spoke to us through an
interpreter), was of Arabian descent, and
Sergeant Gibilisco who spoke German. We got
along very well.

We had thirty SS generals as prisoners in
our barracks. They were not sick but were there
for extra security precautions. They were often
visited by different American officers. We also
had one barrack of psychiatric patients.

We had three ambulances at our disposal.

One ambulance had a seating capacity of
twenty people. We took patients that needed to

_get fitted with artificial imbs to different locations

In the U.S. zone. Some of the patients who had
tuberculosis were taken to Garmisch, a city
located in the mountains in Southern Bavaria,
for treatment.

| just loved my job.

One time we were coming back from one of
those trips travelling through the Black Forest.
We spotted a group of deer grazing in a clearing
about one hundred and fifty meters from the
road. | told the ambulance driver to stop and |

said, "Maybe we should get some fresh meat!”
The prisoners laughed saying no way could | hit
a deer from that distance. There were two of us
guards. Of course | just had to try. | aimed and



fired and hit one of the deer right in the jaw.
The deer fell. | ran and picked it up. It was a
little buck. It wasn't moving much, so | thought
it was dead. | wrapped it up in a blanket and put
it in the ambulance and we headed back to the
barracks. It was winter time. Around 6 p.m. we
unloaded the prisoners and headed back to our
quarters. | put the deer on my back and carried
it to my room and put it between two beds,
thinking that after supper | would take it to the
kitchen to get the meat processed. No one was
in our quarters as everyone had already gone
for supper. | went for supper leaving the deer
lying there. In the meantime, the power went off
leaving the place in total darkness. After supper
my roommates returned to our quarters. (There
were four men to a room). The guy who had the
bed next to me felt his way between the two
beds in the dark. In the meantime the deer
stood up. It had just been wounded. The guy
groping around in the dark upon feeling the
deer, ran from the room screaming, saying that
there was a devil in his room. He had felt the
horns of the deer which were about ten
centimeters long covered in velvet fur. When |
got back from supper there was a big
commotion. The guy was shaking. | arrived at
my room and sure enough the deer was
standing between the beds. After he composed
himself my roommate said that this was the
most frightening experience that he had ever
had in his life. The power came on and | took
the deer to the kitchen. The cooks
butchered it and cut it up into roasts
and cooked it up. Some of the guys
brought some home-brew and we had
a party. Everyone had some of the
roast deer. It was delicious. | took
some of it to the ambulance driver
who was one of the prisoners. He
enjoyed it too and shared it with the

break-in and he came immediately to the
hospital. He was very concerned. He came to
me and said that the hospital would be closed
until such a time that we recover the penicillin.

We were all assigned to search for it. |
approached some of my informers and.through
them | got hold of a likely suspect. | went to his
room to see him and started talking about
different subjects entirely unrelated to the
Incident. | spoke the German language very
well. When the suspect was relaxed, | then told
him that | knew for a fact that he stole the
penicillin. His expression changed completely
and his face turned different colours. | couldn't
believe that his face could change so quickly
and | knew instantly that he was guilty. He
denied it while | searched him. He was shaking
and kept denying it. | spent about two hours
searching his room and still he kept on denying
it. Then | quit. | sat down and started to talk to
him telling him that the Americans would be a
lot easier on him if he admitted it, and | would
find it eventually anyway. He wouldn't budge.
He thought | was finished with him, when |
suddenly started to rip up the floor. Before | had
lifted up the first board he admitted that he had
hidden the penicillin under the floor. He
retrieved the penicillin and | took it to Dr. Khuri.
He was overwhelmed and relieved. This whole
episode lasted about four hours. The hospital
was re-opened. Two American officers arrived
In a2 jeep and picked up the thief.

ety

s e

o it
.........
-----
" .

........

N
'''''''''''''
oy

Sty

-----
--------

e

'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''

.................
et e

e e

-:!:i ----

other men. We all gotalongverywel. £& =
| had informers in this hospitaland ¢ .

| knew what was goingon. | wason &

duty this one night when one of the

prisoners broke into the medical

supplies and took thousands of dollars m

worth of penicillin. We found this out o

In the morning and immediately closed
the hospital. No one could come in or

: _ The deer | shot was brought to camp in this ambulance
go out. Dr. Khuri was informed of the
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A few days later | received a letter from Dr.
Khuri thanking me and commending me for the
excellent performance in the way | handled this

case.

There was a lot of black marketeering going
on between the prisoners, and sometimes they
bribed the guards. As a result the regulations
were tightened and we became more strict. Our
job was to search the prisoners more thoroughly
when they came in and out of the hospital.
They would bring all of their possessions with
them. There were rules as to what they were
allowed to have in their possession when they
were admitted to the hospital. Some of the
prisoners would have a suitcase full of tobacco.
Some had gold and some had diamonds.
These things were confiscated and reported to
Dr. Khuri. They were labelled and stored.

This one time there were a few prisoners
who were waiting in line to be searched. As |
was confiscating some excess tobacco from
one of the prisoners he pleaded with me to let it
go. There was another prisoner in the line who
was a major in rank, who didn't like what | was
doing so he began to mouth off saying that the
world was revolving and that their time would
come to have their revenge over us. He didn't
know that | had heard him. | went up to him and
very politely told him, "It took you a long time to
find out that the world is revolving. You should
have thought about it in 1939 when you invaded
Poland." Using my discretion | took him out of
the line and searched him extra long ana
confiscated more than | normally would have,
then | took him to Dr. Khuri to be dealt with. |
felt good. | thought how right he was, the world
certainly was revolving, but in my favour now;
he couldn't see that he had just had all the
authority he could muster only a few short
months ago. Now justice had been done, he
was the prisoner now. The authority was now
mine and | felt good about it, not that | would
abuse my authority because | knew what it was
like to be on the other side - boy did the world
ever revolve!

Some of the prisoners got shot trying to
escape and it was our job to bring them in to the

hospital, dead or alive. We never lost any
prisoners!
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The following are the letters of commendation through the chain of command relating to the stolen penicillin
versions translated into Polish.
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This letter is the follow up to Dr. Khuri's letter. Dr. Khuri's letter is the attached letter referred to here.
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Thls Is the personal letter of commendation from Colonel Cole for the construction of the football field

e -'.-':':'.i'
-.-. T T M, R R -'.-'.-'.-'.i'
g "ﬂ-.-:_i ‘:

"
(S e '.n:.:f e S
e e e e e e e i" e e e T,
i" wn e e e e e e e e s e "-'-"
'-'-'-'-'i"-"'-'-"::_-‘-"-"’ e

-j.-'.-'.-'.f-'-'-" L
e i'+ "

L

e
e

..' e it fr.'

LR KN K
" =

'-"'--i'-'-

.-..-" ..-"'...
.:.-

e,
= g
e e
S a"a P a a  a as

..-C-I-;-:-"'

A
AR R G
' _..'.;.-ﬁ-.-

*

LN l+l+-‘.

R e

n

e

.
L]

"
'i:::::'-' g

."‘.“.‘.“;“ am

-'-'.-" | ﬂ .
*'-:;:;"' ‘:r:-:-:-.'-:-' e e
= w’ '-'-'-"i'-"-'-'-'-
e 4-+-+ s 1,..*. o i
e

. e
oo 2.: R A R R R

S

o o

B %
"‘-":"‘ ) ":"‘ "‘ "‘-"'-"-"-"- "’ -". ot .-::

e T
.*.*.""*'*.'.' i
_-!"

St

-+ +='_-

M i'.ﬂ-'.-"
e .-+-,-
+.*'*: s

-
S
n

w"us
Tat

-
A
. e .-.-.-_'d:w-.-.-.-
e i)
= T
s

Ll
",
e e -'.i' e
e

et et e
shatalatama e et alat

e e e
T
e T
e T e e e e
oo e e e e e e e

e

1-
' '+:*:+:d:d:+:+'+

+:-.*:- +.*

el o
i W
Ao

alalele ,-n-.-.-ﬂ.ff.-.'.-.' e
e A o R o
e e e e
o

e e

e ; *.*.:':'::+.+ e e
-"-"‘-"-"M"ﬁ'-"ﬁ"‘-‘-'-‘-"‘- '.-.'.-.-.-.'J-.'ﬁ - -.'. -rn e
W

NONCNCNON N W NN W

i R
S ax,%mfm,ﬁﬁ

""’:i':::' S
e e s
-"-" u ::-'.i'.i"-"-"-'-"F-‘-'-"-:-"-‘-

"y
*.-'.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.‘
.".-.- !
wFut, e
VAR
.-.-J_J.-.'.'.::."? “nta’e

i a.la..a..

'1-'4'+'+'-i:

s
ﬁ-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-..-...' o
T

and for the hospital



-
M Lt "

e
o
"\..‘\."E":":

R,
':'.-':::::E.-::-.- T

"
e
e ':}__':'."-

R
8 e .

2 1
8 w0 e e
e A e e e
R g
e T
et L

ymn

s
-
Patls
LN T bl
SREEe
s w e e
SRR
T T T T
W

A .:_::_.-_EE::E
'
.

Vs At
A e .
e "l'.i':':' wataus
A e eaaaat
A e S
e
el ity

R
b b iy e MM
e T R
" ﬂf::.:.:.}::*.*.r. e
e e
P e
e,

Polish translation



AR RS eSS
ety

L

R
AR e

:.
e el

T YL LR S R N Y N LTI

Polish translation of letters of commendation



1\:-..- ..-.-..-...-.r.f.-:.-.':...- -
e e

T EIE N4

e
el

T
R

"

"uy s " "
o T M
fut =y

W

o e
r

st

-“ I.‘ I.‘ I.l‘ -+-+I.+-+-+-‘-+I+J |‘I.+I+-+J+l“‘l+d+1‘ll'

el

-:-‘-' i :'\-'

| Polish translations of letters of commendation



There were many adventurous happenings
during this period in my life, not to mention

hilarious ones as well.

| must tell you about an event that
happened on my first Christmas in camp (1945).

It was day two since we took over guard
duty from the Americans. The day was
December 25, 1945 and the time was 12:00
noon. We were eating dinner. All of a sudden
we heard machine gun fire at close range. The

alarm sounded and we all ran out to get ready

for action. We thought that we were under
attack. The machine gun was automatic and
didn't stop firing until all 250 rounds had been
fired in a full circle. The guards had hit the deck
on the tower when it started firing. It was lucky
that the machine gun was pointing up. The only
thing that got hit were the windows of the tower.
The machine gun firing stopped and we realized
that we weren't under attack.

We were
accidentally leaned against the machine gun,
the machine gun trigger got caught on the rail
and before they realized what had happened
250 rounds of ammunition was fired. The
machine gun was mounted on the rail inside the
top of the main gate camp tower. When the
guard changed, the machine gun had to be
cocked once, and if it was cocked twice it was
ready to fire. The new guard who took it over
cocked the machine gun once not realizing that
it was already cocked once before, therefore he
didn't know that the machine gun was ready to
fire.

This caused us a lot of embarrassment.
Now when | look back on it, it was rather funny.

Christmas 1946 was just beautiful. We all
went to church for Christmas Mass. We had
arranged Christmas Mass with the churches in
Dachau. After the parishioners had their mass
there was a special service for the service men
as the churches could not hold everybody at
one time. We also had our own chaplain
perform the service.

After church we celebrated Christmas,
wishing each other the very best and being

thankful for the good year that we had.
The free beer in the pub was discontinued.

We now had to pay seven cents for a bottle of
beer, which was still very cheap. The beer was

iInformed later that someone
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very good 7% alcoholic content! It was brewed
In Bavaria for the soldiers.

For entertainment we would go the dance

hall in Dachau. | got to know some of the
civilian people in that area and we visited them
quite often. We also spent a lot of time
travelling back and forth to Munich by train,
which was only twenty five kilometers from
Dachau.

| still didn't know whether my mom, dad and
sisters had survived the war. | was now so
used to being away from my family that | didn't
miss them anymore.

The war crime tribunals were set up in the
camp in Dachau. All of the prisoners were
going through the war crime hearings. Most of
them were released and some were prosecuted
and sentenced for the crimes they committed.

| came across Otto Skurzeny, an SS
Colonel who was decorated by Hitler himself for
highest bravery. He was the one who rescued
Mussolini from the top of the mountain in ltaly.
Mussolini had been taken prisoner by the Italian
Bagdolio army who were supported by the Allied
forces when they rose up against the dictator

-Mussolini regime In 1944, and they held him

captive on a mountain. Otto Skurzeny was the
one who landed a small airplane on the
mountain and rescued Mussolini and brought
him back to Hitler. There was a movie made
about his heroism. He came quite often to the
hospital for a check up and had to be guarded
one on one. | talked to him many times. He
was a tall, good looking man. One time as we
were talking, he said to me, "You are a rich
man.” | said, "No, | am not rich. | haven't got
any money." He said, "Yes you are. | don't
mean money. You have a good attitude and
you are happy. That is being rich!™ Now, when

| look back, | think about how right he was. |
think | am the richest man in the world. He was

released a short time later.

It was Spring, 1947 and most of the
prisoners were released by now. Some of our
companies were transferred to other places.
Eventually the only company left in Dachau was
ours. My friend Mirek Baranek was transferred
to our company. He was assigned to the
hospital where | was on duty. Mirek was an
excellent violin player, playing in concerts for the



Americans, and he enjoyed it very much.
This one time he and | went to Mitelwald, a
town in Germany famous for the Stradivari

violins that are made there. Mirek came across

a Stradivari violin that was made in the 17th
century. He played it and fell in love with it. The
cost of the violin was 7000 marks and he was
short 1500 marks to buy it. He saw other
cheaper models, but he kept on coming back
and looking at the first one he loved so much,
which he knew he couldn't afford to buy.
Without any question, | pulled out 1500 marks
and said, "This is my gift to you. This violin may
bring joy to many people's hearts." It was my
utmost pleasure to do this. He was an
extraordinary violin player and well worth it.

One time Mirek said to me, "With this violin,
| can make women cry." And he did! He could
make the sound of the wind blowing with it, and
the sound of fluttering leaves; he could almost
make the violin talk. On this one occasion we
were at a party when he played a hauntingly
beautiful melody and the women there actually
did cry when they listened to his beautiful music.

By the end of 1947 there were hardly any
prisoners left to guard. Things were changing
rapidly.

We were posted to Sandhofen, north of
Manheim, Bavaria. Our quarters were brick
buildings three stories high and were very
comfortable.

We were assigned to guard a supply depot
which held goods for all of Europe. This was
called the Marshall Plan. We also guarded an
ammunition storage depot close by. | was
assigned to be a guard at the gate of the
Marshall Plan Supply Depot. There were two
American and two Polish guards. We had to
check all of the vehicles coming in and going
out, and also keep track of them. The workers
were also checked by us. There was a lot of
stealing going on. Even the American
personnel had to be checked. It was a fun job
for me!

There was a lot of unrest in Poland, and it
was badly influenced by the Russians.

The Americans were accused by the
Russians for organizing Polish armies outside of
the Polish border. The Russians demanded the
Americans to dismantle our companies. Instead
the Americans changed our uniforms to navy
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blue, and changed our status to labour
companies and called us civilian guards. The
Russians were still not satisfied. They called us

traitors and said that we would be dealt with

when the time was right.

The cold war intensified. The Russians
blockaded the American entrance to West
Berlin. All food supplies and other goods had to
be airlifted to West Berlin. Some of our
companies were assigned to load and unload
the planes. We were on the alert most of the
time, and we were also getting more training.
But life went on just the same.

We didn't have much guard duty anymore
sO we had more spare time on our hands now,
and entertainment was our priority. We had
dances every weekend and more money than
we knew what to do with.

One time we were travelling on the train. A
German woman accidentally dropped a pfennig
(a fifty cent coin). It rolled under the seat and
she bent down to look for it. It was dark under

the seat, so one of the soldiers for a joke pulled
out 50 marks ($50.00) and lit it with a match and
helped her look for her fifty cents. When she
saw this she couldn't believe it. "Don't burn that.
Give it to me and | will forget about the fifty
cents," she said.

Money was the last thing on our minds!

There were many activities going on. We
had soccer teams competing with German
civilian teams. It was fun. Life in Sandhofen
was just great. We had good food, and every
week we received P/X - these were personal
necessities like razor blades, soap, cigarettes
(one carton of ten packs) and chocolate bars.
You name it, we had it. It was all free. | didn't
smoke so | sold my cigarettes on the black
market. | also attended English classes in the
camp.

We were preparing to immigrate to the
U.S.A. We had some American personnel in
our company, there was Captain Robert Baker,
a lieutenant, a staff sergeant, a sergeant and a
corporal, who helped us with the forms we were
filling out to apply for American citizenship. To
become an American citizen required five years
of service in the army.

All of this time we were free to immigrate to
any country we wished such as Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, Venezuela, England,



France as well as the U.S.A. We also had a
choice of going back to Poland. We had all
of these opportunities, or to stay in the army
until we put in our five years of service and

become an American citizen and immigrate

to America.
We spent Christmas 1947 in Sandhofen.

The Christmas service was held in camp.
We also had a big celebration of freedom.
The winter of 1947 - 1948 went by quickly.
We travelled all over the U.S. zone for free.
| got to know some German people in the
area, and spent some time in the German
pubs. We socialized with the German
people. They were good to us.

| remember one time we went to the horse
races. There was one horse who came in last.

Not only was he last but he came in way behind
the others. So for fun one of our guys

suggested that we collect some money between
us and give the last jockey a prize. There were
a lot of us guys there and we gathered
thousands of marks. We went up to that jockey
and presented him with the money. He was
flabbergasted. His prize was larger than the first
prize. We had great fun. This was one of the
ways we spent our money. Most of that money
was made on the black market.

The money we earned however was paid in
occupation marks. It could be exchanged for
American dollars, ten marks for one dollar U.S.
We weren't too loose with that money.

One day in the morning, the news came on
the radio that all the German marks were to be
exchanged for new ones.

Everyone received 40 marks exchange.
After that you were only allowed to exchange
1000 marks at five per cent (you ended up with
50 marks).

That was the change of currency (1948)
from the old marks to the new ones which are
still in use at this time (1993).

Many people lost thousands of marks
because they could only exchange 1000 marks
for the new ones, no matter how many marks
they had. Anyone having more than 1000
marks was just like having blank paper - no

value.
The new marks had a high value so with
that the black market disintegrated. Stores were

full of goods. People who made home-brew
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went out of business because there was all
kinds of whiskey that you could now buy at the

store.
The life of the German people improved

dramatically.

| wrote a letter home to Poland and received
areply. The year was 1948. My mom, dad and
sisters were all well. They all had survived the

war. They settled down across the new Polish
and Russian border which was Poland before
the war and was now Russia. My brother
stayed in Poland on our old farm.

Our mail went through the U.S.A. before it
got to Poland. We had to state our name,
company number and the State of New York,
U.S.A. on our envelopes. This was done so that
the Russians would not know exactly where we
were.

| was happy that my family was all well.

The reason | didn't write home sooner than
1948 (including all of the Polish boys) was
because there was a threat by Russia to all of
the Polish families who had boys who were

serving in the American army. Stalin was very
much In power then and any families who
revealed that they had sons or husbands in the
U.S. army were sure to be sent to Siberia.
There was much fear in Poland.
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Cousin WIladek and brother Aleksander, Poland, 1946
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